
  MEDITATIONS ON THE TRUE CHRISTIAN LIFE

        ...."This book of the law [the Word of God] shall not depart from [always be in] your mouth, but
you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful [take heed] to do according to all that
is written in it; for THEN you will make your way prosperous, and THEN you wi ll have success"....
Joshua 1:8 NASB
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HUMILITY: THE BEAUTY OF HOLINESS

[part 6 of 28]

* No tree can grow except on the root from which it sprang. The power that
Satan brought from hell, and cast into man's life, is working daily, hourly, with
mighty power throughout the world. Men suffer from it; they fear and fight and
flee it; and yet they know not whence it comes, whence it has its terrible
supremacy. No wonder they do not know where or how it is to be overcome. Pride
has its root and strength in a terrible spiritual power, outside of us as well as
within us; as needful as it is that we confess and deplore it as our very own, is to
know it in its Satanic origin. 

If this leads us to utter despair of ever conquering or casting it out, it will
lead us all the sooner to that supernatural power in which alone our deliverance is
to be found—the redemption of the Lamb of God. The hopeless struggle against
the workings of self and pride within us may indeed become still more hopeless as
we think of the power of darkness behind it all; the utter despair will fit us the
better for realizing and accepting a power and a life outside of ourselves too, even
the humility of heaven as brought down and brought nigh by the Lamb of God, to
cast out Satan and his pride.

No tree can grow except on the root from which it sprang. Even as we need
to look to the first Adam and his fall to know the power of the sin within us, we
need to know well the Second Adam and His power to give within us a life of
humility as real and abiding and overmastering as has been that of pride. We have
our life from and in Christ, as truly, yea more truly, than from and in Adam. We
are to walk 'rooted in Him,' 'holding fast the Head from whom the whole body
increaseth with the increase of God.' 

The life of God which in the incarnation entered human nature, is the root in



which we are to stand and grow; it is the same almighty power that worked there,
and thence onward to the resurrection, which works daily in us. Our one need is to
study and know and trust the life that has been revealed in Christ as the life that is
now ours, and waits for our consent to gain possession and mastery of our whole
being.


