MEDITATIONS ON THE TRUE CHRISTIAN LIFE

... "This book of the law [the Word of God] shall not depart from [always be in] your mouth, but
you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful [take heed] to do according to all that

is written in it; for THEN you will make your way prosperous, and THEN you will have success"....
Joshua 1:8 NASB

May 9th
SIT

[part 2 of 10]
* Walking implies effort, whereas God says that we are saved, not by works,
but "by grace . . . through faith" (2:8). We constantly speak of being"saved
through faith," but what do we mean by it?

We mean this, that we are saved by reposing in the Lord Jesus. We did
nothing whatever to save ourselves; we simply laid upon him the burden of our
sin-sick souls. We began our Christian life by depending not upon our own doing
but upon what he had done. Until a man does this he is no Christian; for to say, "I
can do nothing to save myself; but by his grace God has done everything for me in
Christ" 1s to take the first step in the life of faith.

The Christian life from start to finish is based upon this principle of utter
dependence upon the Lord Jesus. There is no limit to the grace God is willing to
bestow upon us. He will give us everything, but we can receive none of it except
as we rest in him. "Sitting" is an attitude of rest. Something has been finished,
work stops, and we sit. It is paradoxical, but true, that we only advance in the
Christian life as we learn first of all to sit down.



